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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE f MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 4 

after S IX (6) MONTHS from the making date of this communication . nj 
' V^^I^^Z'^ll^^!^'!^ '^''^ ^ ^^P'y ^'^h'" t*'^ "Minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

: FaTr^r^J^J^tWn ^t^^.^^.^J'l'ZT''^ f '^l"^ ^" "^P*^ ^" ^'^^"^ "^"'"9 communication. 

Failure o reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C S 133^ 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

canned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b) j . y j 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on ^5/^ y)o 2? 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims • . 

4) E^ Claim(s) &o-'^h is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) ,un^^ \s/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n CIaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [^ Claim(s)^^02Z^ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, con-ected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

aOAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment Is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

iinU^lT'In^'r""''''*'*'^''^''"''^^ lnterviewSumn,ary(PTO-413)PaperNo(s). 

SS.„J!l« n^*!* crf"*°'''^'^^^ . NotlceoflnfonnalPatentApplication(PTO-1^ 

3) USl InfonnaUon DIsdosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No{s) . 6) □ Other 
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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/27/03 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 73-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

It is unclear what structure in applicant's invention comprises the haptic feedback 
application interface and how it uses the haptic feedback and what structure in the 
invention determines the magnitude of haptic feedback and how it is constructed. 
Clarification is required. The introduction of new matter should be guarded against. 
Note it appears applicants may be relying upon undisclosed computer programs. If this 
is the case then at the least the program and/or a flow chart should have been provided. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 60-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 60, the phrase "associated with a position" calls for no particular 
type of association and hence does not meet the requirement of 35 U.S.C 112 second 
paragraph. Further the elements should be positively correlated to define an operative 
device. For example, the actuator and the haptic feedback member should be 
correlated and the second sensor and actuator should be correlated. 

Regarding claim 61 , the phrase "associated with haptic feedback" calls for no 
particular type of association and hence does not satisfy the requirement of 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph. 

Regarding claim 62, the phrase "configured for" and "associated with" fail to 

A 

satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112 second paragraph. Also "the platform" should 
be correlated with "the actuator" in claim 60. 

Regarding claim 63, it is unclear what element in the invention comprises the 
force application interface. Clarification is required. Moreover, this interface should be 
positively correlated with the other elements, i.e., the phrase "associated with" does not 
satisfy 35 U.S.C. 112 second paragraph. 

Regarding claim 64, the phrase "configured to" sets forth no particular structure 
and hence does not meet the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 
Moreover the platform should be correlated with the first sensor in claim 60. 

Regarding claim 65, the fluid should be correlated with the actuator in claim 60, 
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Regarding claims 66-69, these claims appear to be directed to elements 901 , 
920, etc in figure 9 whereas parent claim 60 appears to be directed towards elements 
909, 917, 910. Thus the elements in claims 66-69 should be clearly distinguished from 
and correlated with these in claim 60. 

Regarding claim 70, the elements in this claim must be correlated with the 
actuator in claim 60. 

Regarding claim 72, fluid cannot be an elongated element. At best the structure 
that contains the fluid could be an elongated element. Clarification is required. 

Regarding claim 73, a plurality of haptic feedback members in line 6 should be 
correlated with a haptic feedback application interface bridging lines 2 and 3. 

6, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7, Claims 60, 65, 73 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Jones et al. 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 60, 65, 73 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harvill in view of Zarudiansky "138 or Jones et al. 
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It would have been obvious to provide feedback as claimed to the device in 
Harvill in view of the teaching in Zarudiansky or Jones. 

10 Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to D. Underwood 
at telephone number (703) 308-1 1 1 3. 



Underwood/kn 
July 31 , 2003 



